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Simon Wilson Triumphs in Record-Breaking 2025 Irish Poker Open Main Event
In a historic moment for Irish poker, local player Simon Wilson emerged 
victorious in the 2025 Irish Poker Open Main Event, securing a €600,000 top 
prize and etching his name into the annals of the country’s poker history. The 
tournament, held at the Royal Dublin Society, attracted a record-breaking 
field of 4,562 entries, culminating in a prize pool of €4,447,950. 

Hailing from Ashbourne, just north of Dublin, Wilson’s win was not only a 
personal triumph but also a national celebration. Surrounded by a fervent 
crowd of supporters, his victory resonated deeply with the local community. 
“It’s really special. We come every year, thousands of people enter, it’s always 
just a pipe dream,” Wilson remarked post-victory. “The memory of winning this 
tournament… it’s second to none. The biggest achievement I’ve had, and I’m 
going to remember this day forever”. 

The final table was a showcase of international talent, featuring players from 
various countries. Wilson’s path to victory included pivotal hands, such as 
eliminating Brandon Harris in sixth place and a crucial hand where he hit 
a gutshot straight on the river, shifting the momentum in his favor. The final 
hand saw Wilson’s suited connectors triumph over Umberto Ruggeri’s pocket 
aces, sealing the win. 

Prior to this event, Wilson’s largest live tournament cash was $251,073 for a 
ninth-place finish in the 2023 World Series of Poker Online Main Event. This 
victory not only surpasses that but also propels his total live earnings to over 
$1.2 million. 

The atmosphere at the Royal Dublin Society was electric, with Wilson’s 
supporters chanting, “There’s only one Simon Wilson,” and “You gotta pump 
it up!” The celebrations included a crowd-surfing Wilson and an impromptu 
sing-along, encapsulating the joy and excitement of the moment. 

Simon Wilson’s victory at the 2025 Irish Poker Open Main Event stands as 
a testament to his skill, determination, and the vibrant poker community in 
Ireland.

A Record-Breaking Festival
The 2025 Irish Poker Open, celebrating its 45th anniversary, was the most 
successful in its history. Spanning 12 days from April 10 to April 21, the festival 
featured 69 tournaments and attracted over 25,000 entries, awarding a 
staggering €14.5 million in prize money. The Main Event alone saw 4,562 
entries, generating a €4,447,950 prize pool. Other highlights included the 
Mini Irish Open, which attracted 6,411 entries and a €1,343,938 prize pool, 
and the Luxon Mystery Bounty, the largest of its kind in Ireland, with over 1,200 
entries and a €1,191,450 prize pool.


